To whom it may concern

IAF and ISO joint action against ISO 26000 misuse
IAF is the International Accreditation Forum; its mission is to care – through its national members –for orderly and proper operations of certification bodies: this “surveillance” of certification bodies is called “accreditation”. ISO is the International Standards Organization.
A recent General Assembly of IAF took place in Shanghai, end of October 2010. ISO Secretary-General Rob Steele was present and the discussion of jointly counteracting the misuse of ISO 26000 resulted in the resolution:
IAF Resolution 2010–10 – (Agenda Item 7) IAF/ISO Joint Communiqué on

Certification to ISO 26000

The General Assembly, acting on the recommendation of the Technical Committee, resolved that there will not be any accredited certification to ISO 26000 (publication date 1 November 2010).

ISO 26000 explicitly states that it is not intended or appropriate for certification, and any certification would be a misuse of the standard. Therefore, Certification Bodies are strongly urged not to promote or provide certification to ISO 26000 and Accreditation Bodies and Certification Bodies are requested to report any misuse or need for certification, to the ISO Secretariat.
Source: IAF document “IAF-AM-10-006 IAF.24 General Assembly – 2010”

Understanding:
1. “there will not be any accredited certification to ISO 26000” 

means that IAF-accredited certification bodies cannot issue any ISO 26000 certificate;
all major and well-known certification bodies are IAF-accredited;
2. “certification bodies are strongly urged not to promote or provide certification to ISO 26000”
means that IAF-accredited certification bodies should keep off from any ISO 26000  certification because they would act against the accreditation rules and thereby discredit the whole scheme of accreditation; 
3. “accreditation bodies and certification bodies are requested to report any misuse or need for certification to the ISO Secretariat” 
means that ISO Central Secretariat will maintain a list (not to say blacklist) of organizations offering certification to ISO 26000, regardless of being accredited certification or non-accredited certification; one can assume that the purpose of this list is not only the fact that organizations are listed.
Congratulations to IAF and ISO for this good way forward in counteracting misuse of ISO 26000!
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